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The History of the Holiday Celebration

In 2009 the Los Angeles County Holiday Celebration marks its 50th 
anniversary. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has sponsored 
an admission-free show as a holiday gift to the people of the County every 
December 24 since 1959. The late Kenneth Hahn, Supervisor of the 2nd 
District from 1952 to 1992, was the father of the Holiday Celebration. 
Kenneth Hahn cared deeply about the accessibility of the arts to everyone. 
He personally helmed the fundraising for the first celebration, which was 
called the Christmas Program and took place at the Sports Arena. In 1964 
the Holiday Celebration moved to the just-opened Music Center and the 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion continues to host the Holiday Celebration to this 
day.

The Los Angeles County Arts Commission is executive producer of the 
Holiday Celebration, both the live six-hour show at the Music Center and 
the one-hour special drawn from the live show and broadcast nationally 
on PBS. The live presentation at the Music Center is the largest holiday 
show in the County, featuring 1,000 to 1,500 performers. Attendance has 
become a seasonal tradition for thousands of Angelenos. Since 1965 public 
television station KCET has broadcast the six-hour show live in Southern 
California. The first one-hour “best of” compilation of the live show aired 
nationally on PBS in 2002. The 2009 national show - broadcast in high 
definition - is part of PBS’s holiday programming package and is airing 
across the country during the month of December.
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Program subject to change
All times approximate

Now it’s YOUR turn… 
Join us in celebrating 50 YEARS of holiday joy!

Tweet from your seat: twitter.com/lacountyarts•	
Post your comments: facebook.com/LAHolidayCelebration•	
Take a photo and upload your HC experience to flickr.com/lacountyarts•	
More ways to participate: holidaycelebration.org •	
But remember to put your phone on SILENT. Thank you.

Host: Sheryl Lee Ralph

3:00 pm
Mariachi Divas
Cindy Shea, Trumpet
Claudia Cubides, Conga
Susan Winsberg, Flute
Ariana Mejia, Flute 
Lorena “Lache” Panella, Guitar
Valerie Carlos, Guitar
Melinda Salcido, Guitar
Diana McConnell, Guitarrón
Esperanza Hernandez, Trumpet
Martha Ramirez, Vihuela
Leticia Sierra, Violin 
Rosalie Rodriguez, Violin
Elizabeth Huizar, Violin
Angel Garcia, Violin
Catherine Baeza, Violin
VA A NEVAR (LET IT SNOW) Sammy Cahn, Jule Styne, arr. Beto Jimenez
ROCKIN’ AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE John D. Marks, arr. Beto Jimenez
LLEGO LA NAVIDAD (WINTER WONDERLAND) Felix Bernard, Richard B. Smith, 

Arr. Beto Jimenez
JINGLE BELL ROCK Joseph Carlton Beal, James Ross Boothe, arr. Beto Jimenez
EL BURRITO DE BELEN (BURRITO SABANERO) Hugo Blanco, Arr. Beto Jimenez 

3:10 pm
Sweet Honey in the Rock®*
Ysaye M. Barnwell
Nitanju Bolade Casel
Aisha Kahlil
Carol Maillard
Louise Robinson
Shirley Childress Saxton
WE ARE Ysaye M. Barnwell
CHINESE PROVERB Traditional, Music by Sharon Durant
JESUS WHAT A WONDERFUL CHILD Arr. Louise Robinson, Rhonda Crane, Bryan Dyer

3:15 pm
South Pasadena Children’s Orchestra*
Susan Pascale, Director, Conductor
CAROL OF THE BELLS Mikola Leontovich, arr. Larry Clark
THE SOUNDS OF HANUKAH Arr. Norman Wars
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN J. Fred Coots, Arr. Bob Cerulli

3:25 pm
Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles
Dominic Gregorio, Artistic Director, Conductor
Scott Lavender, Piano
Performance TBA
TREPAC (FROM THE NUTCRACKER) Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

3:35 pm
Shin Dance Company*
Shin Wang, Director
MONGOLIAN PLAINS
Choreography: Shin Yue Wang
“Mongolian Plains” Music: Inner Mongolia National Song and Dance Troupe of China
Dancers: Rebecca Fu, Sarah Duan, Sherry Hung, Grace Lin, Jacqueluene Lin, Krisstina Lin, 

Ginny Ngo, Christina Sia, Courtney Urbancsik, Nicole Wei, Christina Wu, Judy Zhu

3:40 pm
Los Angeles Master Chorale
Grant Gershon, Music Director
Ariel Quintana, Conductor
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR George Wyle and Eddie Pola, Arr. Bob Krogstad
LO HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING Arr. Shawn Kirchner
A MERRY CHRISTMAS Traditional Arr. Arthur Warrell

4:00 pm
Poncho Sanchez Latin Jazz Band
Poncho Sanchez, Instrument
David Torres, Instrument
Joey De Leon, Instrument
Tony Banda, Instrument
George Ortiz, Instrument
Francisco Torres, Instrument
Ron Blake, Instrument
Javier Vergara, Instrument
Performance TBA

Host: Pat Boone

4:10 pm
Harmonies Girls Choir
Jose Antonio Espinal, Music Director, Founder
Joseph-Julian Gonzalez, Guitar, Percussion
Christoph Bull, Piano
Ernesto Salcedo, Aztec Percussion
SANCTUS FROM MISA AZTECA Joseph Julian Gonzalez
Soloists: Delia Rios, Guadalupe Montellano

4:15 pm
Kim Eung Hwa Korean Dance Company
Kim Eung Hwa, Director
TAE PYUNG SUNG DAE
Choreography: Kim Eung Hwa
“Tae Pyung Sung Dae” Music: Park Bumhoon
Dancers: Hope Cha, Eunice Choe, Su Young Kim, Hana Hong, Hannah Hwang, Gina Lee, 

Lene Ahn, Audrey Yim, Mary Bak, Hanna Kim, Líessa Son, Chloe Shin, Katrina Bortfeld, 
Eunice Lim, Sophia Ochoa, Amy Lee, Alycia Chung, Mijin Kim  
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4:20 pm
L.A. Contemporary Dance Company
Kate Hutter, Artistic Director
OPERATION: SNEAK-A-PEEK
Choreography: Jamila Glass
“Operation Sneak-a-Peek” Music: Michel Legrand, Philip Glass
Dancers: Paulo P. Alcedo, Arletta Anderson, Tiffany Sweat, Meredith Flores, Erik Speth, 

Devin Fulton, Jamila Glass, Charlene Bittinger

4:30 pm
Opera California Youth Choir
Sung Hei Roh, Director
Mindy Lee, Conductor
Ashley Han, Piano
Paul Paik, Bass
Michael Han, Drums
Anna Lee, Keyboard
Christopher Yoon, Korean Drum 
SANTA CLAUS IS COMIN’ TO TOWN Haven Gillespie, J. Fred Coots
GIFTED! HALLELUJAH Jung Hwi Choi

4:35 pm
ARC Handbell Choir 
Mary Schallert, Conductor
Silver Bells Jay Livingston, Ray Evans
White Christmas Irving Berlin 
Jingle Bells James Pierpont

4:40 pm
Vox Femina
Iris Levine, Director
Lisa Edwards, Piano
SUSSEX CAROL Arr. Bob Chilcott
GO WHERE I SEND THEE Sean Ivory, Paul Caldwell

Host: Suzanna Guzmán

4:45 pm
Sharanya Mukhopadhyay*
Sharanya Mukhopadhyay, Dhai Suvarna Varna
Aakash Pujara, Flute
Ritika Kutta, Vocals
Debashish Chaudhari, Tabla
Hemant Ekbote, Pakhwaj
DURGA STUTI
Choreography: Sharanya Mukhopadhyay
“Durga Stuti” Music: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra
Dancer: Sharanya Mukhopadhyay

4:50 pm
Audience Sing-a-long*
Led by David Prather
THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS Traditional

5:00 pm
Definiens Project* and Vox Lumiere*
Michael Kreiner, Bassoon
Victoria Levy, Vocals
Scott Dicken, Vocals
Ryan Zwahlen, Oboe
Jennifer Stevenson, Clarinet
Carter Dewberry, Cello
Amy Tori, Flute
Christian Nesmith, Guitar
Kevin Hayes, Keyboard
Joel Alpers, Drums
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Kevin Saunders Hayes

5:10 pm
Salvation Army Tabernacle Children’s Chorus
Barbara Allen, Director, Conductor
Steve Allen, Bass Guitar
James Allen, Drums
HOW FAR IS IT TO BETHLEHEM? Mary Donnelly, arr. George Strid
NORTH POLE ROCK N ROLL Arr. Mac Huff

5:15 pm
Element Band*
Ara Dabandjian, Guitar 
Roman Samokish, Electric Bass
Krikor Sarafian, Guitar
Shant Mahserejian, Violin, Mandolin
Armen Meshefejian, Drummer
Heibert Sarian, Vocals
Soseh Keshishyan, Vocals
Karni Hadidian, Vocals
11th CENTURY ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS HYMN Traditional
NOR DARVA HANTES Traditional 
LOS PECES Traditional 

5:20 PM
Valleyaires Barbershop Chorus
Laura Pallas, Director
WINTER WONDERLAND Felix Bernard, Richard B. Smith
JINGLE BELLS Arr. James Pierpont

5:30 pm 
Catch Me Bird*
Nehara Kalev, C. Derrick Jones, Artistic Directors
Christine Snipes, Violin
Nancy Kuo, Viola
Najeeb Sabour, Cello
Ry Welch, Vocals
ALL I WANT
Choreography: Nehara Kalev, C. Derrick Jones
“All I Want for Christmas” Music: Ry Welch
Dancers: Nehara Kalev, C. Derrick Jones

5Tweet: twitter.com/lacountyarts  •  Post: facebook.com/LAHolidayCelebration

http://www.twitter.com/lacountyarts
http://www.facebook.com/LAHolidayCelebration


5:35 pm
Young Angels Choir*
Chung Uk Lee, Director
Kyoung Hee Kim, Piano
Wooseok Hong, Trumpet
Sang Yun Park, Percussion
CANTANTE DEO George Frideric Handel, Arr. Becki Slagle Mayo
AFRICAN ALLELUIA Jay Althouse
HURRY, SANTA! David Davenport, Ruth Elain Schram

5:40 pm 
Conjunto Los Pochos*
Otoño Luján, Button Accordion
Elliott Baribeault, Bajo Sexto
Ernesto Molina, Bass
Andy Mendoza, Drums
PASO DEL NORTE Traditional
DAME MÁS AMOR Traditional

5:45 pm
Colburn Children’s Choir
Mikhail Shtangrud, Conductor
Pepron Pilibossian, Piano
CHRISTMAS TIME IS HERE Lee Mendelson, Vince Guaraldi
PSALLITE Michael Praetorius

Host: Tia Carrere

6:00 pm
Klezmer Juice
Gustavo Bulgach, Clarinet, Saxophone
Antonio De Santanna, Bass
Nicole Falzone, Drums
Dan Weinstein, Violin, Trombone
Ken Rosser, Electric Guitar
Marcelo Caceres, Guitar
FREYLACH IN D Traditional
RUSSIAN SHER #3 Traditional
FREYLACH #15 Di Ernie Cuzine
RUSSIAN SHER Traditional
HAVA NAGILA Traditional

6:10 pm
Hollywood Master Chorale
Jeffrey Bernstein, Artistic Director
JOY TO THE WORLD George Frideric Handel
A NEW YEAR CAROL Benjamin Britten

6:15 pm
JazzAntiqua Dance & Music Ensemble
Pat Taylor, Artistic Director
GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN
Choreography: Pat Taylor
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” Music: Ramsey Lewis Trio
Soloist: Maurice Watson
Dancers:  Maurice Watson, Terrica Banks, Kacy Keys, Yvonne Johnson, Keisha Clark-Booth, 

Teresa Harrison, Maya Guice, Shari Rhone

6:20 pm
Pacifico Dance Company
Adriana Gainey, Artistic Director
AJUMALA CALENTANO!
Choreography: Adriana Gainey
“Ajumala Calentano!” Music: Los Folkloristas, Traditional
Dancers: Adriana Gainey, Nancy Mancilla, Veronica Grajeda, Maribel Garcia, Dianne Martinez,

Gema Valadez, Christina Ahumada, Elizabeth Franco, Jesenia Gardea, Daniela Alvarez, 
Seth Contreras, Joel Sandoval, Hugo Horta, Gabriel Avila, Juan Guzman, Ricky Perez, 
Jose Velez, Luis Castellaños, Jose Juan Herrera, Jesus Mejia

6:25 pm
Burbank Chorale
Mikhail Shtangrud, Conductor
John Tveit, Piano
HANEROT HALALU Baruch J. Cohon
MARY’S LITTLE BOY CHILD Jester Hairston

6:30 pm
Fishtank Ensemble*
Ursula Knudson, Musical Saw, Vocals
Fabrice Martinez, Violin
Djordje Stijepovic, Bass
Doug, Guitar
CIOCARLIA George Enescu

6:40 pm
Christian’s Community Center  
Cathedral Choir
Thom Washington, Music Director, Conductor
Phil Corley, Electric Bass
Romel Veal, Electric Guitar
Terrell Collins, Drums
Ahjei Holieway, Synthesizer
Richard Turner, Organ/Piano
MAGNIFICENT AND HOLY Israel Houghton
THE ALMIGHTY REIGNS Israel Houghton
ALPHA & OMEGA Israel Houghton

Host: James Kyson Lee

7:00 pm
Little Willie G. and Thee East L.A. Philharmonic
William Garcia, Lead Vocalist
Jacob Garcia, Drums
Tony Banda, Bass Guitar
Bob Robles, Guitar
Ramon Yslas, Percussion
Charles Williams, Keyboards
Jose Larry Rendon, Saxophone
Cesar Garcia, Saxophone
Mike Balancio, Trombone
Anthony Kronfle, Trumpet
Michael Guerra, Vocalist
IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS Meredith Willson	
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN Haven Gillespie, J. Fred Coots
CHRISTMAS YOU AND ME Brian McKnight
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7:10 pm
Church of Scientology Choir of Los Angeles
Marica Powell, Director
Misha Segal, Piano
CAROL OF THE BELLS M. Leontovich
MERRY CHRISTMAS, MOZART Mozart, Jay Althouse

7:15 pm
Antics Performance
Amy Campion, Artistic Director
GIVE UP THE DOUGH
Choreography: Amy Campion
“Give Up the Dough” Music: K-Rino, Rik Dex, D.M.C, 50 Cent, Diddy, Jay-Z, Riddickulous, 

KRS-One, Buckshot, Lethal Audio
Dancers: Ricardo “Frantick” Rodriguez Jr., Duncan “BBoy Dunken” Tran, 

Robin “Placid Fluidity” Olive, Ricardo “OG Jeckle” Felix 

7:20 pm
Philippine Chamber Singers of Los Angeles
Anthony Francisco, Director
Paul Concepcion, Piano
KUMUKUTIKUTITAP Ryan Cayabyab
PASKO NA NAMAN Levi Celerio, Felipe Padilla De Leon
WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS Traditional

7:25 pm 
Harmonic Bronze Handbell Ensemble
Lawrence Rowland, Director
WIZARDS IN WINTER Paul O’Neill, Robert Hinkel

7:30 pm
Albert McNeil Jubilee Singers
Albert McNeil, Artistic Director
OH JERUSALEM IN THE MORNIN’ Arr. Red, Twine and Joubert
MARY’S LITTLE BOY CHILE (CALYPSO CHRISTMAS) Arr. Jester Hairston
GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN Arr. Roland Carter
WALK TOGETHER CHILDREN Arr. Henry Smith

7:35 pm
Los Pinguos
Adrian Buono, Spanish Guitar, Vocals
Jose Agote, Spanish Guitar, Vocals
Jose Manuel Leguizamon, Cajon, Vocals
Juan Manzur, Tres Cubano Guitar, Vocals
Santiago Lee, Electric Bass Guitar, Vocals
Federico D’Antoni, Accordion
JAQUE Jose Agote, Adrian Buono
UNA LUZ DE ESPERANZA Jose Agote, Adrian Buono, Santiago Lee

7:45 pm
Angel City Chorale
Sue Fink, Artistic Director 
INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY Michael McElroy, Joseph Joubert, Buryl Red

Host: Fred Willard

8:00 pm
TAIKOPROJECT
Bryan Yamami, Artistic Director
Tomomi Hongo, Odaiko
Yuri Yoshida, Shime-Okedo
Emily Yoshihara, Shime-Okedo
Brian Yamagata, Shime-Okedo
Courtney Deguchi, Chudaiko
Yumi Saito, Chudaiko
Jennifer Baik Chudaiko
Byron Yamada, Chudaiko
OMIYAGE Shoji Kameda

8:05 pm
M-PACT*
Fletcher Sheridan, Vocals
Greg Whipple, Vocals
Marco Cassone, Vocals
Jeff Smith, Vocals
David Loucks, Vocals
Trist Curless, Vocals
DANCE OF THE SUGARPLUM FAIRY Arr. Michele Weir, Lyrics Amy Englehardt

8:10 pm
Motion Tribe & M-PACT
Marie de la Palme, Artistic Director
SILENT NIGHT?
Choreography: Marie de la Palme
“Silent Night?” Music: Franz Xaver Gruber, James Chadwick, performed by M-PACT
Dancers: Madison Simons, Charlotte Young, Stacey Wiley, Kelly Johnson, Sarah Banks, 

Michelle Hicks, Yunhyoung Oh, Hyoin Jun, Chorong Yang, Ben Sayles, Philip Sahagun, 
Louis Damien 

8:20 pm
Palmdale High School Choral Union
Michael McCullough, Director
HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS Hugh Martin, Ralph Blane, Arr. Doug Andrews
SEE DAT BABE Arr. Stacey V. Gibbs

8:25 pm
Lisa Haley & the Zydekats
Lisa Haley, Band Leader, Violin, Vocals
Skip Edwards, Accordion
Chuck Alvarez, Guitar
Andy Anders, Bass
Maria Martinez, Drums
ZYDECO CHRISTMAS Lisa Haley

8:30 pm
Mt. Rubidoux Seventh Day Adventist  
Church Choir
Dr. Alan B. Woodson, Director
Alden Clarke, Piano
Dewayne Swann, Keyboards
Frank Calvin, Bass
Gary Pickens, Drums
HALLELUJAH George Frideric Handel, Arr. Michael O. Jackson, Mark Kibble
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8:40 pm
Mariachi Sol y Reyna de Los Angeles
Jose Hernandez, Director, Trumpet
Jorge Contreras, Trumpet
Roberto Diaz, Trumpet
Gina Duran, Trumpet
Linda Uhila, Trumpet
Jesse Hernandez, Guitar
Judith Kamel-Vieyra, Guitar
Mario Hernandez, Guitarrón
Karla Tovar, Guitarrón
Anthony Zuniga, Vihuela
Carmen Hernandez, Vihuela
Fernando Moreno, Violin
Guadalupe Gonzalez, Violin
Joel Contreras, Violin
Roberto Lopez, Violin
Erick Hernandez, Violin
Rosendo Casillas, Violin
Alina Estrada, Violin 
Sylvia Hinojosa, Violin
Luisa Fregoso, Violin
Laura Pena, Violin
Julie Murrillo, Violin
Patricia Martin, Violin
Guillermo Acuna, Harp
OH COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL J.F. Wade, F. Oakeley, arr. Jose Hernandez
SLEIGH RIDE L. Anderson, Arr. Jose Hernandez
SILENT NIGHT J. Mohr, F. Gruber, Arr. Jose Hernadez
WHITE CHRISTMAS Irving Berlin, Arr. Jose Hernandez
FELIZ NAVIDAD J. Feliciano

The audience is invited to sing along
on Silent Night.

Silent Night
Joseph Mohr & Franz Xaver Gruber

Noche de paz, noche de amor
Todo duerme en derredor

Entre los astros que esparcen su luz
Bella anunciando al niñito Jesús

Brilla la estrella de paz
Brilla la estrella de paz

Noche de paz, noche de amor
Ved qué bello resplandor

luce en el rostro del niño Jesús
en el pesebre, del mundo la luz

brilla la estrella de paz
brilla la estrella de paz

Silent Night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent Night, holy night
Son of God loves pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
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